
From: Davis, Marla [mdavis@midcoasthealth.com] 
Sent: Friday, January 07, 2011 2:12 PM 
To: Cifrino, Carole A 
Subject: Implementing Product Stewardship in Maine 
I have read with interest the report titled Implementing Product Stewardship in Maine, and write to whole 
heartedly support the proposals for both unused pharmaceuticals and sharps.  Based on the many cross-cutting 
public safety and environmental issues (which are well documented in the report), all Maine residents need 
access to permanent, regular and frequent disposal mechanisms.  The manufacturers of medications need to 
take “birth to death” responsibility for these products that are vulnerable to diversion and dangerous to the 
environment.  Of particular concern is the availability of controlled substances in nearly every medicine chest, 
ready for the experimenting teen, confused older adult, or toddler.  It is past time for the Legislature to consider a 
stewardship approach to the unwanted, unused pharmaceuticals.  Maine is now number one in terms of citizens 
admitted for opiod treatment.  Could this be a reflection of the gravity of our problem?  Placing the responsibility 
for disposal on the manufacturers might be a powerful l incentive for systemic change related to prescribing 
practices; insurer protocols and copays currently support a larger rather then a smaller number of pills per RX. 
  
The number of medical sharps used each day is only increasing as more people with diabetes add insulin to their 
treatment.  Medical sharps do not “break down” in the environment, but do have potential to transfer blood born 
pathogens or cause harm to garbage workers.  The idea of recycling this metal is fascinating.  I believe the 
manufacturers’ bear the responsibility for the “end of life” or reuse of these medical sharps. 
  
Thank you for an excellent report. 
  
Marla Davis,  MSN, RN 
Woolwich, ME 
442-7062 
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